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Signify "invisibly" illuminates China World Trade Center tower 
 

 
 
Shanghai, China—Signify (Euronext: LIGHT), the world leader in lighting, announced that it has 
installed its architectural lighting into the façade of one of Beijing’s tallest buildings, the China World 
Trade Center’s (CWTC) Tower B. This latest high-profile city landmark, using Philips architectural LED 
lighting, illustrates the growing trend in China to make cities more attractive and livable using the 
latest connected lighting technologies.  
 
CWTC Tower B is a new hub for commerce and tourism in Beijing's Central Business District. The 300-
meter-tall building is the latest addition to the CWTC, a growing mixed-use campus and home to 
some of China's leading companies. The form of the building was inspired by geometry found in 
nature and by traditional Feng Shui. The exterior is clad in a sleek curtain wall of glass with self-
shading vertical fins and a canted façade which reflects Beijing's vibrant skyline. The tower’s design 
also addresses climate concerns. To reduce energy use, the exterior glass curtain wall is tilted to 
decrease glare and solar heat in the warm summer months. 
 
“Invisible” lights meet unique design 
The top of the building is illuminated by 88 sets of Philips Color Kinetics ColorReach LED floodlights. 
To accentuate the architecture of the tower walls, Signify provided a total of 400,000 white LED light 
points. The Philips Color Kinetics eW Flex Micro string lights are embedded into cavities on the 

http://www.lighting.philips.nl/prof/buitenverlichting/architecturale-verlichting/floodlighting-/colorreach-powercore-dcp770
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuFZsaGZXXY&t=3s
http://www.colorkinetics.com/ls/essentialwhite/ewflexmicro/


 

curtain wall, rendering them “invisible.” From the outset, Signify’s Professional Lighting Services team 
worked closely with the architect and reserved the cavity structures for the lighting. The installation 
nodes are exceptionally well designed, and the illumination angles and installation positions fit 
perfectly the structure of the curtain wall, preventing light from shining inside the offices at night. 
Assisting with the installation was the Beijing Fortune Lighting System Engineering Co. Ltd, which is a 
member of the Signify Value Added Partner program. 
 

    
 
Tower becomes a giant video screen 
The lights are digitally controlled by a Philips Color Kinetics Video System Manager Controller. This 
enables video content to be streamed and scaled across the building’s entire façade via the control of 
thousands of LED lights. These LED motion graphics convert the tower into a giant canvas or video 
screen. 
 
Award winning design 
The lighting designer for the Beijing CWTC Tower B project is the renowned Kaoru Mende, from 
Lighting Planners Associates, who brought his experience of more than 700 projects worldwide. His 
use of light highlights the building’s unique texture and bamboo-like layering. The innovative design 
won the 2018 China Lighting Award for Outdoor/Singular Engineering Design. 
 
This latest lighting project underscores how Signify is using innovative connected LED lighting to 
make cities more livable. 
 
Signify became the new company name of Philips Lighting as of May 16, 2018. The legal name of 
Signify will be adopted in China at the beginning of 2019. 
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Signify Corporate Communications    CWTC Contact 
Elco van Groningen      Xian Liu 

Tel: +31 6 1086 5519      Tel: +86 10 65358709 

E-mail: elco.van.groningen@signify.com    E-mail: liuxian@cwtc.com 

 
About Signify 
Signify (Euronext: LIGHT) is the world leader in lighting for professionals and consumers and lighting 
for the Internet of Things. Our Philips products, Interact connected lighting systems and data-enabled 
services, deliver business value and transform life in homes, buildings and public spaces. With 2017 
sales of EUR 7.0 billion, we have approximately 30,000 employees and are present in over 70 countries. 
We unlock the extraordinary potential of light for brighter lives and a better world. We have been 
named Industry Leader in the Dow Jones Sustainability Index for two years in a row. News from Signify 
is located at the Newsroom, Twitter and LinkedIn. Information for investors can be found on the 
Investor Relations page. 
 

About China World Trade Center  

China World Trade Center (CWTC), registered in February 1985, is a large-scale joint venture ratified 
by the State Council, jointly owned by China Shimao Investment Co., Ltd and Kerry Industrial Co., Ltd. 
Located at the core of the golden CBD, this superior landmark of Beijing is a world-class service 
facility of office buildings, shopping mall, hotels, apartments and exhibitions and is the preferred 
location for international companies and institutions about to enter Beijing. By now it remains the 
largest up-market commercial-mixed use development both in China and the world.  
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